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LLOYD KWILLA: UNDISCOVERED - 7 JUNE - 21 JULY 2008

Kulyayi Waterhole — Bush Fire Series, 2007, natural ochre on canvas, 150 x 180cm

‘There is a strong rhythmic and free painterly quality in the works of 27-year-old
Aboriginal artist Lloyd Kwilla that is rarely seen in the medium of ochre. Swirls of
browns, from light sand-colour to deep chocolates edged by white, meander, in
gently curved lines cutting like a rover through sandy soil, to a central waterhole
site at the heart of the painting. *

Susan McCulloch, Australian Art Critic

Kwilla is one of the most exciting and accomplished of the new generation of Aboriginal artists. The son of
senior Wangkajunga law-man and prize-winning painter Billy Thomas, he is steeped in both the fraditions and
the art of his ancestral lands.

Born in 1980 at Derby in the Kimberley region of Western Australia, Kwilla grew up at Christmas Creek Station
and its nearby community of Wangkajunga on the northern edge of the Great Sandy Desert. It is a land of
mountain ranges, sandhills, rockholes and wide desert horizons. It is also a land with a rich artistic tradition.

Some of the greatest artists of the Aboriginal Art movement have come from this area in Australia. They
include Rover Thomas (who represented Australia at the Venice Biennale in 1990), Queenie McKenzie, Freddie
Tims and Kwilla's father, Billy Thomas. All have worked using the wide variety of local ochres — natural pigments
ranging from brilliant pink to powder blue across a spectrum of browns, blacks and whites.

Kwilla is the heir to this tradition. His work displays the same arresting combination of formal austerity and
sensual richness, coupled with a highly personal vision. Using the actual earth as his medium, Kwilla's images
define the contours of the land, charting its shapes and recording its histories. They are pictures of real power
and accomplishment.

Following a sell out exhibition in Darwin at the Telstra Aboriginal Art Awards in 2007 and in Melbourne and
Adelaide, Kwilla's exhibition at the Rebecca Hossack Art Gallery marks his international debut. He will be in
London for the opening of the show.

For further information or fo arrange an interview, please contact Rosie Everitt at rosie@rebeccahossack.com
and for more images please visit www.r-h-g.co.uk



