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Olinda Adeane visits the home and studio of textiles

E

designer Karen Nicol and her husband, collage artist Peter Clark,
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KAREN IS WELL KNOWN
FOR HER CREATIVE
WORK AND ESPECIALLY
HER WONDRQOUS
EMBROIDERY DESIGNS




THIS PAGE Metal ‘rses’ made by
Peier ackd colour 1o 1ha dining mom.
OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE FROM
TOHP Baran ab work with Brocs
Oictfiald. A collaga jaciont by Pedor,
O thin cushion, Keren repeoduced
n ambrocary & snapshot from a
photograph album. Gilass botiles
ik il oeTeial vasas in tha kbchen
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b wear and 1ear .|_|||i,|-'-.|u-|'|-r--||
family life can olien result in
compromise and clutter n the
home. This 10"t the case [or

Foaren Nieol and Peer Clark and their

v ternaee dauphiters, law and Grace

Teeir large semi-detached house, vabirant

with ormnal idens, 138 wnnewhere where

home life and sy careers coexish n con-
siderabde hirmony;

Karen is well known for her crentive
work and especially her wondrous emb-

insicler
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dsigmers Betty Jackson, Bruce Olelfield,

.||||||'|:| AaeDiosialed and Clemnents Babesm,

among oihers, anicl ||-'-1|:1||h fabipice lo
horsehair iextiles manuficiurer  Johi
Beawerd, sinel fowr Clarence Hse, Limmimer 4
Rolede and Brumschwig & Fils, She also
tenches at e Rowal College of At

Peter made his name as a designer and
illstrpior, working largely in television
l||1|| ..I1li:I.I-\.Ir.ill|I. (37111 |i wWlowa 1F Eha sucoess

eardier this year of hi=s exhiibinon

Rehecea Hossack Gallery, e 15 coneen
iratinge om collivee work and has three for-
thier shosws planned for this vear

I'he couple share a delight in ephem-
eras ileins thar have been neglected on
-||||[:-|'.' overlooked, This i |l.l.|||'- 1o ol
with ihe natuare of ther '-'\.ll!l{_lllll-ll'\-llllll
ihe prure '|||-.'.|.-l.|||' ol !-'.||l||r|.: AnmEEgLe fexs
tales, el letvers or a box o bariions [ iy
efliten vasit car-boot sales and antigues
(airs, oo Ardinely to Newark, ancl teey
rarely return empty-lunded. |
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semi-detached house in East Maolesey six
vears agn, when they decided o work
Irom home and so save time anc mvaid the
cost of keeping mdividual studios. The
house 1 beauidly lighe. In some moms,
including the siing moom that leads ofl
the central hallway, white-paintedd walls
sollly cliumre coloar as the walls reach thi
stucrosst o .|'I|u | i|l'-:.l'|.-|.l_||||:|_ T
irived and sensitive, reveals an underhying
humour on Peter Al H.|||'|..-| |'\-.|||_ |r Ak
':'I'"-Illill'.::lr.lII'. " .|'.|-'.-|-.'.'||||- ||.-.m|'::||-.
CHsL 1 ||i.|-'| Tl '||_||. |||'|_|| e (R _||J._': |I
ahewe the chimneypiece, o buee, round
v rellects one ol Peier's A suils
AL the dinkng end of the kirchen, sculprural
el trees”, made by Peter, stand on either
wde ol ithe chimmey breast, emphasizing
the rooan's spare elegance, Broken mas-
onry B grouped on the chimneypiecs
Mismatched glass jars, each holding a
-||.|_lJ|' stern ol Dowers, blossoan |:.'I.'.!_'|'.
statae] om the Barlfed made from basic [kea
~II||"=-I::|= '--|l||.||-.|l|-.'.-'l||||.||!-.:'I--;- Thae
[ikFS WeTe allecied when thetr dinsrhicrs
lwel Saiardas | sbe i o local Norsst aowd
worild return wath exotic leliovers

] HLERE --:I|-| 1508 Are l,-;'|:,|l, |'_| Bl Inr
‘"‘|.|III'||I:|'. ]"- Ler ireads syanchow -||:|'\'-|||||!-|
A5 AFAITIES || il I||- VIEis ||| l.|:|_||_ Faliier
than as part of the room's peneral
chie * and chooses thi |'\-.|i||;_ ||.|| SLIE
wcordingly. 5o in the kitchen the win
dow I 1 Pt o wiil ||.-|I hilige Pl
Star’ by Cronwn Expressions rather than
i surroanchime wiinie, tooset of] die viea
il thee '.;.'.|-|l'|

I II' Il.lllllllll'!l willls are || LI 4 ||| JLI
ASSOUIIEC N of Qpuarks bevelled marnors, At
ferst we only baarht frnoments - bits ol
||I| A F I|I||| TR ™S, .||||| Sy LA |,',||
we couldn’t resist buving others with
tnteresting shapes, MNone of themn cos
moae than 12" savs Karen

‘Peter and | b thie saane kind of s,
buit we discusx evervlinge, We also hpve
il !:l.l:' to be ho Sl .IIII: ||i||., .|_| .|_|:- N

cach other’s work. Even il i paindul.' ¢

ABOWE LEFT Pater's studio. LEFT A mom at
Knightsbndge Hotel nchudes Pabar = collages
OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Kamen fnds msperabon 8 Sheila Cool. Eanen's
sludho. Karen and Peler with their dog, Haery
Karen in hor shudia; and with studenls al ke
Royal El:llll:l.p.'-'_l' Arl. Rushic style in tha porch
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ABUYE LEFT and BOTTUM REGHT Peter and Karen are joined by their daugiier Katy for kinch
TOP RIGHT Prdor dolivors his latest work 1o Robocca Hossack at the gallesy

Interconmecting  workrooms on  the
garden level allow for s ol el discus
sions, Peter’s siudio e o Aling sysem
filleel weith every murmahle kind of old
PapeTs I cord sleeves, love letiers. m s,
ervelopes and rubber stamps — many o
L ER i e i || FIEsTmn I|||' lI.I!'!-\. ||| il MERAT=
kets, From these, he cliooses fragrmenis
":-.|!|| T L OO Ii|||: i |I||I||-'-||f -il'-\.l-ll
her colligee he's working on

kit Boemip savw oy show of dop collapes
at Bebecca Hossack and commissioned
ten works lor her new Rnightshndee
Haotel. 1 lined some ol the dogs’ cars with
muaps of the area Peter enjors working
with his hamds i this way: °1 have abways
kil paper amd the way 1 lears and
fackes | also like the dea of recyvcling and
hanee of wse, | am stirting to inirmoduc
drawing and paing e my collages,” These
will be om shiow an the Allordabde An Faar
i Banersea Park this Cherobet

Raren's workroom s the larger space as
T often s ||I||| I |-"|||.-.| LTSN I{|||-_' Willl
her = ghie works oo ug to 1,000 garments
thurine i seazon - and o brnmmine winh
work in progress and with the ingpira-

'||||..|| |||| ces shie collects i.'\.. I|||.|'- il

Koaren's work are strewn across e waork
tabbe: absiract despns;  embroilery
crriched Ty paint, or inspired by e intr-
et [olds of origami, waorn silk domask or
Brazihan painters. Her shelves are filled
witlh hoxes al !'..l.||||:|- children's hais
slpdes, tny dolls’ lnbs, beading and
braicl. ‘Tn textibes vou have to keep moy-
i|.-_-\. .||| '|'|' |i|'|l'_ |-.-'| ||;||l.; |.|| L i=':| ||":;|:
acdbvancimg technodogy: 1 have built up a
||,:g|- S L ol Nk IeT :,II'H. .-\.||-_| 'i_| I'.;I!- =)
thast I'sm prepicred, because Lolten have o
CRCALE (MRS AL Yy -.||||'I NACE

She finds considerable inspirtion ar

shepla ook s .-.'II!I|.I| texiiles '\-|'.||E|

ADDRESSES
Alfordabdle Art Falr [Ociober 16 1o 200,
Batienses Park, SW1 1 (el 0207371 B7E7)
Bruce Oidfield 27 Boawchamp Place. 5W¥Wa
[eel: D20-75864 1363
Knightsbridge Moted 10 Beaufori Gardenas,
5Wa (el 020-7584 §300]

Sheila Cook Taxtiles TE3 Westhoums
Grove, W11 (el 0207792 BOO01)
Rabecca Hossack Gallery 35 Windmill
Sireat, W Ded 020-T438 4669)

whose stock spans thiee centuries and
s Irim ||.|I| :.U.'Ili-\. f plis ancd Ldeldhs
sliwls (o i pearly king's ciat, ‘T look-
|I|'_'.|:| thie e for thie uns '\..l.- s |I ST
kearen. *Mew msiehis or technical dflee-
ences can sdd renl mag

H.II-'I' 18§ SEMIoT TWior ol |.| IR
mecu texttles course at thee Biosval Calleps
of At "Origimally the coarse was called
“embroideny”™, but the word sounds vem
'.|':|il||.l_l\.||| A YORLIE [Rersol Whiethier oivis
stuclents wre working on textiles for fash
1, CATS "|I||I'\-|||'.|_'_ LEEINET A .|I||- Fs.
crocliEl or vinvl, they wre encouraeed o
i '-\.|.|||| Inaldy o el 5 TRITE, aned 1o think
abowt the marker they preparing
ihemseives bon

Karen bewails that rexnde design s sl
|l||'\-|||| Il'|i A BEFYIOT '|.l|l|'\-|:'| iNEN E=EREL T
receive the eredie it is due. “The prace for
i RETIS s hardly moreised m wenity
wears i few texitiles desiemers are knosen
in thewr own dght, Fashson & glamomog
I||.|| S L] I||| I||| Jaress, b ||"~.I||-'- :||.-_'. i
large vt n igs socoess, Somehow wee o
1ol & way 1o erente e elamaaar
Kowm Nocol mead Peger v

el DP0-R070 4597



