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you're wearing a necklace or amulet.”
To meet the popularity of the trend,
they’ve just started workshops where
Londoners can learn the art of body
illustration.

Hack started out working as a chil-
dren’s face painter and make-up artist,
then moved into body art. When she
discovered the late Australian interior
designer Florence Broadhurst and her
intricate hand-printed wallpaper
designs featuring live animals and
birds, she decided to use them as a
backdrop for her body art.

Part of the new popularity of “inking”
comes from the growing burlesque
trend. And the line between art and
beauty has blurred this season. At the
llamasqua store on Beak Street, crea-
tive director Alex Box takes inspiration
for her designs from Dadaism and the
Baroque era.

In the film industry make-up artists
create skin effects using products such
as Skin Illustrator — an alcohol-based
make-up that’s water-resistant — and
their designs can be kept intact for up
to two weeks.

Hack has painted her art onto bodies
for launches around the world (her
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clients include Tiffany & Co, Nokia,
Sony and Mont Blanc). She created the
stop-animation body artwork in musi-
cian Gotye’s hit Somebody I Used To
Know (which has had more than five
million YouTube hits since its launch).
And she has just made a short body-art
film for Estée Lauder.

Hack says the process of body paint-
ing can take eight to 15 hours and
requires extraordinary eye and hand
co-ordination. She uses a makeup-
based body paint, similar to stage
make-up, to prevent the paint from
cracking on the skin. Once the design
is complete, she photographs it.

London gallerist Rebecca Hossack is
afan and will also be exhibiting a selec-
tion of Hack’s photography and a new
limited-edition book of her work at Art
London.

“I like art that blurs boundaries — and
Emma Hack’s work certainly does
that!” says Hossack. “She is an extraor-
dinarily skilful body-painter with a
wonderful sensibility. Her images of
naked models merging into vintage
wallpapers are arresting, unexpected
and very beautiful.”

B Art London runs October 6-10,
Royal Hospital Chelsea, SW3,
artlondon.net




